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Book Discussion and Activities 

 
Discussion Questions: 

1. Describe Ada. Name three qualities that she shows throughout the book. What does Ada 
really want in life? 

2. What is a clubfoot? Why did Mam think Ada was “bad” because she was born with a 
clubfoot? How did meeting other people help Ada gain a different perspective on her 
disability? 

3. Describe the relationship between Ada and Jamie. Why does Jamie want to go back 
home to Mam? 

4. Freedom is a major theme in this book. Look at page 86 where Miss Smith and Ada talk 
about the meaning of freedom. Why is freedom important in this story? What does 
freedom mean to you? 

5. Describe Miss Smith. How does she empower both Ada and Jamie in different ways? 
How do Ada and Jamie help her? 

6. Why was Butter so important to Ada? How did Butter help her learn persistence and 
confidence? Do you have a pet or a hobby that makes you feel like Ada feels when she 
rides Butter? 

7. Ada, Jamie, and Miss Smith tell several small lies to each other in this story. Discuss if or 
when it is okay not to tell the truth. What is the difference between telling lies and being 
a liar? 

 



8. How does the war change people, regardless of their social class? What role did women 
play in the war? 

9. How did you feel at the end of the story? Which characters do you have empathy for? 
Who changed the most from the beginning to the end of this story? 

10. The title of the book seems like a paradox since we often associate war with loss of life. 
Discuss how this war saved Ada’s life. 

 
Extension Activities: 
 

1. Pre-Reading Activity: Complete the following anticipatory guide in order to generate 
curiosity about the story and to begin thinking about some of the big ideas. 
Directions: Read the statement and place a checkmark to show whether you agree, 
disagree, or are not sure. 

a. Statement: Everyone deserves freedom and the right to make decisions about 
their lives. 

b. A person who tells lies is a liar, no matter what. 
c. There are different kinds of truths, not just one “real” truth. 
d. Sometimes, we start to believe what other people think of us. 

 
2. Challenge yourself to read the classics mentioned in this novel: The Swiss Family 

Robinson, Alice in Wonderland, Alice’s Adventures Through the Looking Glass, The 
Wind in the Willows, Peter Pan, The Secret Garden.  

a. Consider: What are the themes presented? How might these stories have 
inspired Ada and Jamie? How might they reflect the values or issues of the time 
period in which they were written? 

b. How do the characters handle challenges? 
 

3. Assemble a display of time-period items and add to it as the story unfolds. Consider 
primary source photographs (or objects) related to the location, to the time period, to the 
war, and to the characters. Choose a picture or object and write about it. Infer the 
purpose of the object or the meaning of the picture. As the artifacts are mentioned in the 
text, research the meaning and use technology to record a description of the artifact.  
 

 
 
 

 

 


