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ELLA M. EVERHARD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MARCH 15, 2021 

 

 

 Board President, Lisa Jones, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. with the following 

Board members present:  Mr. Gerber, Mr. McMahan, Mr. Sieber and Mr. Tibbitts.  Also 

attending were Daniel Slife, Library Director and Patty Moutes, Business Manager & Fiscal 

Officer. 

 

As a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic (in accordance with the Ohio General Assembly’s 

legislation temporarily modifying the Open Meetings Act) the meeting was held via Google 

Meet video conferencing.  Public libraries may still conduct virtual meetings according to the 

requirements of House Bill (HB) 197.  This provision of the law was extended by the Ohio 

General Assembly through passage of HB 404 which extends virtual meetings through July 1, 

2021.  In order to provide for public viewing, a live stream link was posted to the Library’s 

website fifteen minutes prior to the meeting.  The meeting was live streamed to YouTube.  

Members of the public watching via live stream were not able to address the Board in real-time 

or be publicly recognized. 

 

Gerber moved to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of February 22, 2021.  Tibbitts 

seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  (03-21-14) 

 

Slife presented the March 2021 Director’s Report.  The following item was mentioned: 

 

 With the distribution of the Coronavirus vaccine accelerating, the Library may be 

entering a period where the COVID procedures need to swiftly change.  Slife 

provided the community survey results and feedback to the Board prior to the 

meeting.  He noted that, when the State meets the goal of 50 cases per 100k people 

and the statewide mask mandate is lifted, it is likely that Medina County will not meet 

the goal at the same time.  There will be varying opinions among the public and the 

staff as to how to proceed.  The OLC is working with Governor DeWine to provide 

guidance in key areas such as the gathering limit of 10 people and the material 

quarantine period.  As things change, close attention will be paid and some 

deliberations and decisions regarding the speed and the extent of reopening will be 

made at the Board level. 

 

Slife presented the March 2021 Personnel Report.  There were no employment or other 

personnel actions detailed on the March report. 

 

 Sieber moved to approve the March Personnel Report.  McMahan seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous.  (03-21-15) 

 

 Moutes presented the Fiscal Officer’s monthly report, the February 2021 financial 

statements and the investment report.  Moutes reported the following month-to-date fund totals:  

beginning fund balance $4,807,183; revenue $714,972; expenses $165,568; unexpended fund 
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balance $5,356,586; encumbrances $714,402; and ending unencumbered fund balance 

$4,642,184. 

 

 Gerber moved to accept the February Financial Report.  McMahan seconded the motion.  

The vote was unanimous.  (03-21-16) 

 

Under the President’s Report, Jones noted the immediate need for budget advocacy with 

the State Representatives.  For Fiscal Years 2020 and 2021, the PLF was temporarily increased 

from 1.66% of the General Revenue Fund (GRF) to 1.7% of the GRF.  The temporary increase 

will end at the end of FY 2021 (June 30, 2021) and the rate will revert to 1.66% of the GRF.  The 

State House is currently reviewing the biannual budget for Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023.  It is 

important that Trustees and community members reach out to their State Representative and 

encourage them to amend the budget in order to maintain the PLF at 1.7% of the GRF. 

 

Under the Building & Equipment Committee, Sieber provided a summary of the meeting 

that occurred on March 8.  He noted that the Committee is gathering additional information and 

may recommend that the roof replacement project be placed on hold and that the replacement of 

the building sections constructed between 1956 and 1987 be evaluated with community input 

and in conjunction with Williams Architects’ 2019 Facility Needs Assessment Study.  He noted 

that this is an important “fork in the road” and the correct analysis must be completed to address 

the long-term needs of the community. 

 

Mr. Bartiromo joined the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Slife stated that he confirmed with Bricker & Eckler that the project could change course 

to focus on assessing immediate needs with the selected architect, Williams Architects.   

 

Williams Architects will be hired to assess the roof and ensure that temporarily deferring 

its replacement will not cause any major property issues or damages. 

 

Sieber moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:27 p.m.  Tibbitts seconded the motion.  All 

were in favor.  (03-21-17) 

 

 

 

__________________________________        _________________________________ 


