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ELLA M. EVERHARD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

 

  Board President, Todd Gerber, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following 

Board members present:  Mr. Campbell, Mr. Collura, Mr. Keyser, Mrs. Lyon-Galvin and Mrs. 

Reese.  Also attending were Daniel Slife, Library Director and Melanie Woodward, Deputy 

Fiscal Officer. 

 

  Gerber recognized and welcomed Carter Webe and Emily Kellner, Wadsworth High 

School students, who were attending a Board meeting to fulfill a government class requirement. 

 

Gerber also recognized and welcomed Thomas Fongheiser and a friend (signature 

illegible) and invited him to speak.  Mr. Fongheiser appeared before the Board to appeal the 

Director’s decision to suspend him from visiting the Library for 30 days.  He stated that he was 

“framed” and requested reconsideration by the Board.  Gerber stated that the Board would reach 

a decision and he would contact Mr. Fongheiser by phone. 

 

Mr. Fongheiser and his friend exited the meeting. 

 

Lyon-Galvin moved to approve the Regular Meeting minutes of January 16, 2017.  

Collura seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  (02-17-13) 

 

Slife presented the February 2017 Director’s Report.  The following items were 

mentioned: 

 

 Slife provided a summary of the concepts he presented as an introduction to Staff 

Day.  This included the challenges faced by the Library in securing the community’s 

commitment to literacy and knowledge in an age of distraction, as indicated by 

research into the effects of social media and mobile technology on attention, depth of 

understanding, and social relatedness.  He suggested that the Library is uniquely 

positioned to be a balancing force in the new media learning environment. 

 

 The timeline for the Patron Experience Project and proposed policy changes will be 

extended if necessary.  Ample time will be provided for full Board consideration. 

 

 The transition from family library cards to individual library cards was discussed.  

Ideas were presented by both the Board and Slife on how to best move forward with 

the transition, including developing a timeline, presentation to the patrons, or offering 

incentives to the public to complete their transition within a shorter horizon.  

 

 Lyon-Galvin inquired about the progress of the carpet cleaning and furniture 

reupholstering.  Slife stated that the work was nearly completed.  The Library has a 

couple of items in the basement that need reupholstered. 
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Slife presented the February Personnel Report.  There were no Employment Actions 

during February. 

 

  Campbell moved to approve the Personnel Report.  Reese seconded the motion.  The vote 

was unanimous.  (02-17-14) 

 

  Woodward presented the Business Manager’s Report. 

 

  The Financial Report indicated the following cash balances as of January 31, 2017: 

     General Fund     $2,218,475.90 

     Capital Projects Fund   $   784,950.34 

     Grand Total All Funds  $3,003,426.24 

 

  Gerber moved to accept the Financial Report.  Keyser seconded the motion.  The vote 

was unanimous.  (02-17-15) 

 

  Woodward presented the Investment Report.  Two CDARS matured on January 12, 2017; 

a General Fund CDARS in the amount of $150,000 and a Capital Projects Fund CDARS in the 

amount of $100,000.  A Request for Placement in CDARS was transacted for reinvestment at 

0.80% for a 1 year term. 

 

  General Fund and Capital Projects Fund bills totaling $77,411.21 were submitted for 

approval.  Collura moved to approve payment of the bills.  Lyon-Galvin seconded the motion.  

All were in favor.  (02-17-16) 

 

  Carter Webe and Emily Kellner exited the meeting. 

 

  Under the President’s Report, Gerber announced that the Trustees’ Dinner is planned for 

May 3, 2017 at the Hilton Garden Inn.  He stated the importance of all members of the Board 

being present for the dinner. 

 

  Under Building & Equipment Committee, Lyon-Galvin provided the Board with a 

summary of the committee meeting.   Several color schemes for the walls, floor, and interactives 

were presented to the Board.  A photo of the Library’s former bookmobiles may be used for the 

coloring of the interactives to “link the old with the new”. 

 

  Under old business, Gerber stated that the Trustee Search Committee had finalized the 

interview process for the open trustee position.  The Committee recommended Dave Bartiromo 

to the Board for approval.  

 

  Campbell moved to recommend Dave Bartiromo to the Wadsworth City School Board 

for approval as Library Trustee.  Reese seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimous.  (02-17-

17) 
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  Under new business, Slife recommended scheduling a Special Board Meeting to review 

the Second Floor Infill project bid documents once they are received in order to move the project 

forward. 

 

At 8:05 p.m. Gerber moved to enter into Executive Session to discuss Security Matters.  

Collura seconded the motion.  Roll call vote:  Campbell – Aye, Collura – Aye, Gerber – Aye, 

Keyser – Aye, Lyon-Galvin – Aye, and Reese - Aye.  (02-17-18) 

 

At 8:35 p.m. Collura moved to leave Executive Session. Keyser seconded the motion. 

Roll call vote:  Campbell – Aye, Collura – Aye, Gerber – Aye, Keyser – Aye, Lyon-Galvin – 

Aye, and Reese - Aye.  (02-17-19) 

 

 Keyser moved to authorize the Director to extend a banned patron’s suspension from 

thirty (30) days to the greatest period permitted by law and necessary to secure the safety of the 

Library. Campbell seconded and amended the motion to extend a corresponding ban on such a 

patron’s associates, when justified by evidence and permitted by law.  The vote was unanimous.  

(02-17-20) 

   

  Gerber noted that the Standing Committee appointments made in January would remain 

the same.  There was no reappointment of the Standing Committees. 

 

Gerber moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Reese seconded the motion.  All were 

in favor.  (02-17-21) 

 

 

 

__________________________________        _________________________________ 


